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France, brother of the last king, and after him the other mem-
bers of the House of Bourbon, in accordance with the ancient
law of succession.
Article 29: The present Constitution shall be submitted to
the will of the people of France in the shape decided upon.
Louis-Stanislas-Xavier shall be proclaimed King of the French
as soon as he shall have sworn to and signed an act stating,
"I do accept the Constitution, etc., etc."
Louis XVIII did not want to return to the throne as
the choice of the people but as the legitimate successor
of Louis XVII; nor to grant representative institutions to
France as the executor of the deceased Revolution but as
a sovereign entrusted by God with the development of
his people's institutions. It was thus that on May 3 he
entered his capital to the sound of bells and of cannon, in
a carriage drawn by eight white horses; and his first act
as King was to replace the provisional government with a
definitive one. Talleyrand was included but only as the
Foreign Minister in a cabinet headed by the King himself
as President of the Council. It is significant that Talley-
rand was beginning to see the fruition of his cherished
theory of legitimacy, at his expense, however. As President
of the Council, Talleyrand would not have been just an
ordinalry colleague and secretary of the King: he would
have been the latter's acting counterpart, I am tempted to
say his secular counterpart. Now, a degraded nobleman,
an apostate and married bishop, a former minister of the
Directory, the Consulate, and the Empire, could not be
the secular counterpart of a King of France by the grac$
of God. Inasmuch as this apostate bishop had a great deal
of experience^, an unimpeachable political reputation, and
considerable influence witfc the allied sovereigns, he could
be made use of during the peace negotiations, but no
more than that. It was impossible to expect more from a
king who belonged to tradition and the Old Regime. The
secret enmity of the royalists and the churchmen for'the
former bishop of Autun, which must have influenced